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Account of the Revival of Religion at Middleborough 
concluded. 


O deeply affected was the pious Soulof Mr. Thacher 
with this wondrous Grace of God; that on Lerds- 
Day, ‘Jan. 31. 1741,2, he defir’d with the Confene 
of his Church to keep aDay of Thames srving inPublick, 
on Wednefday, Fa. 10. for this extraordinary Pouring 
out of the Spirit of Ged in the two Months preceeding » vt b« 
ing apprehended that within that Time, there were ina 
Judgment of Charity near 100 Perfons effedtually convinced 
and converted ; and others, both Younger, Middle aged and 
Elder, in a hopeful Way : And contidering alfo that this 
great Grace of God was given the People upon keeping a 
Day of Prayer , it was an additional Argument for them 
to make their anfwerable Acknowledgments, in keeping 
a Day of Thant/giving, Which they freely complied 
with. 

When the Day came, there was fucha great Snaw Storm 
as hinder’d many living at a Diftance from coming. How 
ever a confiderable Number wading thro’ the Snow, repait'd 
to Mr. Thacher’s Houfe and filled it, where they kepe the 
Day with great Joy and Praife ; Mr. Thacher preaching from 
Lu’. 15. 24. And they began to be merry. And fo joytul 
was the Day to thofe who were prefent and f> defirable to 
thofe who were hinder’d ; as they could not be fatwshed with- 
Out appointing and keeping another in the Mecting- Hout, 

For feveral Years before the Revival ; Mr Thacher conii- 
dering the prevailing Difpofition of many of thofe who on 
Lord’ s- Day Noens, in the Interval of public Worthip, cnher 

NJ 


tarricd 














38 “Mippresonovcn. an 


tarried at the Meeting Place or repaired to the two or three 
neareft Houfes, to fall into vain or worldly Converfation, 
which both profan’d the holy Sabbath and had a Tendency 
to efface all ferious Impreffions from the Minds of the People ; 
he lead the Church to appoint fome of the graveft Men to 
overfee them in thofe Jntervals, prevent all vain Difcourfe, 
and employ the Time in Reading, Praying and Singing : 
which was of confiderable Service; tho’ then this Method 
had rather only a reffraining than a guickning Influence on the 
People. But upon this Revival, fo many of the Brethren 
had made fo quick aProgrefs in the experimental Part of Piety, 
and were fo furprizingly excited ; as they both prayed and 
read and fang with fuch unufual Freedom, Life andFervour, 
as was very engaging & affecting to others: far greater Num- 
bers chofe to ftay in the Houfe at Noons: and the gracious 
Prefence of CHRIs tT was remarkably with them,made them 
long more earneftly for the Return of the Preacher, and in- 
clin’d them to receive him again with the greater Joy. 

On September 6. 1742, Mr. Thacher writes.---* Gon’s 
« JVork yet prevails among us: and dleffed be Gon, there 
* are yet many Tokens for Goed on this Zion.---Pray, Pray 
« for your unworthy Brother, that I may be fincere and 
* faithful to the Death; &c. 

We might give the Reader Extraés from others of his 
excellent Letters ; containing fome remarkable /nfances of 
the Grace of Gop; efpecially one of an /ndian and another 
of a Child. But we fhall now only remind the Reader of 
his Letter of June 30. 1743, Communicated to the Affem-- 
bly of Paftors, met at Boffon'on ‘July 7. following, order’d 
to be publifhed with their T¢fimony, and printed in our No. 
22: and give the af that ever he wrote ; which was to two 
of his Children, juft as he was going into his fatal Illnefs : 
and wherein you will fee his ufual Spirit, as follows, 

Middleborough, April 9. 1744. 
My dear Children, 
A™ glad to hear of you by -------, who I hope the Lorb 
makes a Bleffing to you. May the Lorp fanétify your 
frequent bodily Infirmities to you ; to wean you from the’ 
World; and engage you to fuch a Walk after the Spirit 
as may evidence your being in CHRisT Jesus. This muft ~ 
be the Spinit’s dwelling in you: If any have not -this 
Spirit, he is none of Curist’s: Where this Sprait: 
dwells, 

















dwells, he fanétifies ; there is Liberty ; there is Prayer ; 
there is a conftant Bent of Soul to HolinefS; there is Humi- 
lity and Abafement ; there is a fpiritual Mind; there isa 
Difpofition to live and fpeak the Praifes of Gop. Take 
Heed of grieving the Spirit ; becaufe he only can fanétify 
you, can feal you, can comfort you: You may grieve him 
by not hearkening to his Word, nor loving and meditating 
onit. Take Heed that you live together as Heirs ; yea, as 
Heirs together of Heaven ; fo holily, temperately, ‘blame- 
lefsly : Conftantly realizing the Approach of ‘Death: Get 
Affurance where Death will leave you: Familiarize the 
Thoughts of Death; that you don’t ftart at it when it 
comes, tho’ fuddenly. I fhould be glad to fee you here. 
May the Lorp have you always in his Arms, .and delight 
you with the Confolations of his Chofen. 
I fubfcribe your lovifig Father, 


Peter THACHER. 


We fhall clofe this Account from Middleborough with ob- 
ferving ; that when Mr.Thacher was ordained on Nov. 2. 
1709, he was Minifter of the whole Town ; there being no 
other religious Society in it but his own Church, and then 
there were but mine male and eleven female Communicants. 
About 1724 or 5, the we/ferly Part of the Town was fet off 
for a Preciné,and the Communicants of Mr. Thacher’sChurch 
in the faid we/fferly Part fet off & form’d into anotherChurch, 
of which the Rev. Mr. Benjamin Ruggles was ordained the 
Paftor: Mr. Thacher remaining Paftor of the Church in the 
eafterly PrecinG only. About 1734, the morth-ea/ferly Part 
of the faid eaferly Precinc? was fet off to Halifax, and eight 
male & eleven femaleCommunicants difmits’d from Mr.Thacher’s 
Church to Halifax. And yet at Mr. Thacher’s Deceate 
there remain’d in his Church three Hundred and forty three 
Communicants ; of whom one Hundred and feventy four were 
added in the late Revival: Of the faid 343, there are about 


185 Males. And this is alfo remarkable, that whereas in . 


the ordinary Excitations of Grace before this Time, there 
were more Females added than Zales, as 1 fuppofe has been 
ufual in otherChurches ; but in this extraordinary Seafon, the 
Grace of Gop has furprizingly feized and fubdued the har- 
dieft AZen, and more Jdales have been added here than of the 
tenderer Sex. 
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Exirai of a Letter lately arrived, from the Rev. Mr. 
Rowe of Kilfyth, to she Rev. Mr. Prince. 


_ Reverend and very dear Sir, 

O fatisfy the Longing of the great Bridegroom’sFriends, 
who rejoice to hear his Voice, and of other’s hearing 
it, receive the following fhort Account of the Revival here. 

Tho’ the difcernable Awakening this Summer be not fo great 
as it was laff Year ; yet in thisParifhit hath ftill continued : 
f>metimes weekly, fometimes in two or three Weeks there 
have been Inftances of Sinners newly awakened. 

The Lord’s Supper was given here Beginning of ‘u/ypand 
again a fecond Time in the Middle of Augu/?, at the earneft 
Defire of many in the Congregation : which is extraordinary 
in this Church ; where it is given but once aYear, unlefs in a 

few Towns where it is given twice. There were feveral 
awakened at both thefe Times ; at the laft there were about 
a Dezen. But what was moft obfervable,that many had fuch 
Manifeftations and Feelings of the Love of Gop fhed abroad 
in their Hearts as they could not contain ; but broke forth 
in loud weeping of Joy, accompanied with the high Praifes 
of the infinitely and eternally glorious Redeemer. ‘The Con- 
gregation was ina continual melting Frame during the Ser- 
vice, where upwards of feventeen Hundred received theLord’s 
Supper: Some of whom were Perfons of noble Quality as 
to their worldly Station, but much more fo by their Relation 
to the bleffed Heir of all Things. 

There have been few Communion Solemnities I have been 
at this Year but where there were fome Inftances of Awa- 
kenings. This is fingular, that of all the Perfons I have feen 
awakened {ince February laf, and they are not a few, there 
were none of them under convulfive or hyfterick Mo- 
tions, fo much objected againft : and yet their Awakening 
fharp and fevere. Some of them indeed cried out. Some 
were awakened at the giving theLord’s Supper End of Augu/t 
at Torphichen, a Parifh twelve Miles Weft from Edinburgh, 
fome of whom I faw. Some few were awakened at Queen’s 

Ferry, about fix Miles Weft from Edinburgh middle of laf 
Month, upon the Monday after giving theLord’s Supper there, 
fome of thefe I alfo faw. 

The Lord’s Supper was given at Edinburgh, Glafgow and 
Aberdeen upon the 23d of October laf?. laflifted at the giv- 
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ing of it at Edinturgh,and found the Revival of Religion there 
to be va/ily beyond what was told me. I was in /eural of 
the Societies of the young People, and when I faw the Grace 
of Gov Iwas glad. ‘They tell me there are abcve thirty So- 
cieties of young People there newly ereéied ; {ome of whcm ccn- 
fift of upwards of thirty, all of them greedily defiring the P.e- 
fence of Miniflers with them and Inftru@tions from them. 

I have good Information from Gla/gow that there was ne- 
ver fuch a Time known there for vifible Concern and Live- 
Jinefs. “The Number of their Communicants was by feveral 
Hundreds increafed. 

This bleffed Revival makes Progrefs and fpreads but in a 
more filent Way than at firft. What 1 wrote is but little in 
Comparifon of what I might if Time allowed. J only add 
that here and by what I can learn in other Places, tho’ there 
are fome very few Inftances of Apoftacy or* Backfliding ; 
yet the Body of thofe who appeared to have had an Efcape 
through Grace, continue to perfevere and grow in Grace 
and in the Knowledge of Jesus Curist ourLorpb. Praife 
to the Keeper of J/rae/ for it.. 1 beg you’) falute for me 
good Mr. Cooper, by whofe Hands I received Mr. Edwards’s 
valuable Treatife. Grace, Mercy and Peace be unto you 
and yours from Gon our Father through Jesus Curist 
our Lorp. ‘This with much Refpe&, tho’ abruptly, is 
from Rev. and dear Sir, 

Your moft affe€tionate Brother and 
humble Servant in our deareft Lord, 
Ja. Rose. 

Kilfyth, Nov. 3. 1743. 
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ENGLAND and Watts. 


Extraé of a Letter from Mr. Syms, at London, io 4 
Friend in Bofton. 


Dear Sir, London, Dec. 23. 1743» 
I Cannot help acquainting you that the Work of our great 
and glorious EMANUEL goes onvery profperoufly in this 
Land univerfally. There are few or no Counties in England 
or /Vales where there is not a Work begun: And I think 
may 
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‘may ‘venture to fay, in every Place where there has beén an 
Awakening it is carried on in a very defirable and hopeful 
‘Manner. ‘The Gofpel in this Day may be likened to Fire 
fet to well dryed Fuel: It no fooner touches but'a Flame ari- 
fes, What fhall be the Iffue of fo great and glorious Ap- 
‘pearance one may not be fafe in determining : But furely it 
has much of the Appearance of the Glory of the latterDays ; 
when it is faid, The Glory of the LORD /fhall cover the Earth 
as the Waters the Sea, and the whole World thal! burn like 
an Oven with that Flame of Love, Light and Life which 
Jesus himfelf came down to kindle. Even fo Lorp Jesus 
come quickly, Amen, Hallelujah ! 
Mr. Whitefield is lately gone a Circuit into the wef and 
_ north-weft Parts of England; and will fhortly be in Wales ; 
and in about a Month return to London. When if it thall 
pleafe our Saviour to fhew him his Way clear, he has Tho’ts 
of embarking foon after for America. But he defired me to 
write you that he muft firft fulfil his Miniftry in the/e Parts ; 
and will then’come by the Will, and doubt not but it will 
be in the Fulnefs of the Bleffing of the Gofpel of Jesus. 
Mr. Whitefield defires moft kind and hearty Love to you 
and all Friends, and all that love the Lord Jesus in Sincerity. 
Jam your affectionate 
humble Servant in our Lord’ Jefus, 


Joun Syms, 
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SouTH-CaROLINA @nd GEORGIA. 


Exira&t of a Letter from the Reverend Mr. Smitn of 
Charleftown, to the Rev. Mr. Prance. 


Rev.-and-dear Sir, 
Was highly pleafed to find fuch a Number of Minifters 
in New- England attefting to the glorious Work of divine 
Grace among you ; fo that I have promoted the reprint- 


igg.an hundred .Capies of their Teftimony here. Indeed I: 


wonder any Man who gives himfelf Leave to,think ferioully, 
fhould not thankfully acknowledge the Hand.and Mercy .of 
Gap ‘fo apparent in.it. 
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I had the Opportunity of feeing much of thefe divine Bf 
fufins when at the Orphan-Houfe in Georgia ; which is truly 
a noble Inftitution, and what can never enough be recome 
mended to the Charity of ail Men, who love Curist and 
bisPoor : Never was, fo furprized before : The Occonomy, 
the Order, the Piety, the Devotion of it exceeded the Fame 
of it, and my moft raifed Expeétations. It has truly been 
fuch an How/e of Mercy already to fo mary, that were it de- 
moiifhed To-morrow, I fhould think the paft ColleGions. of 
Money well expended upon it. Being call’d to adminifter 
the Sacrament of the Loxa’s. Supper to them, one of the La- 
bourers in particular was under fuch Raptures of Joy, and ©. 
overpower’d witha Senfe. of divine Love, that he was. con- 
{trained to cry out and immediately retreat from the Fabiy. 
And for my own Part, it look’d-as tho’ I were eating Bread 
in the Kingdom of Heaven. 1 do not then wonder that Dei/is, 
Socinians, Arminians, and Carnali/s, fo warmly exprefs their 
Enmity to the Houfe, the Founder, and the Management ; 
endeavouring to hide its Glory under Clouds of Calumny and 
fpiteful Mifreprefentations. I expeé&t Mr. Whitefield as foon 
as the Seafon is moderate enough to embark. May the Lord 
haften and blefs his Returnta us! To which I| promife my 
felf your Amen. 

I am, Rev. Sir, Your’s moft affectionately 
Josian SMiTH. 
Charlftown So. Carolina, 
March §. 174354- 


Extra of a Letter from Mr. Grant ‘of the Orphan- 
Houfe, to bis Friend in Bolton, 


Dear Mr.------ Charleftown, March 30.1744. 
I Have felt a Regard for you fince the Time I was at your 

Society, and the other little Acquaintance I had with you 
when I was in Boffon with Mr. Whitefield. Since he left us, 
I have liv’d at, and in the Service of the Orphan- Houfe which 
I left above a Week ago. We enjoy a large Share of Health, 
but what is our great Comfort we have had a comfortable 
Outpouring of the Spirit of late, in our Family : Several are 
favingly converted ; others built up ; and others underCon- 
viction. Join with us, dear Sir, and blefs the LORD for 
thefe his Benefits conferred on us. Indeed J] can fay from 
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happy Experience that a Day of Gon’s Power in his Cousts 
are better than a Thoufand elfewhere. We expeét our dear 
Mr. Whitefield over very foon. I condole your Lofs of the 
dear Rev. Mr. Cooper. May it be fanétified to you, to all 
that now know the Want of him. Indeed the News affe&ed 
my Heart. 

Religion feems in general to be at a low Ebb in Carolina : 
But in*Charieflcwn here are fome who are fingular for Gon 
and his Caufe. A Society of Men meets twice a Week, and 
’tis to be hoped for Edification. May the LORD blefs both 
it, and yours. Mr. Smith labours in his Work,and withes a 
happy Revival of Religion. 

My affectionate Love to your Society. Brethren pray 
for me. 

Iam in greateHafte,elfe might be more particular. With 
Love to all the Followers of our LORD, Iam 

your Friend and Servant in 
our glorious Redeemer, 
W. Grant. 


Corrections from No. 53. inclufively. 

paz 2, Title, read Diffreffes and ‘Foys. 

p: 4 1. g. r. Solomon tells us, Prov. 18. 14. 

p- §- 1.17. ©. Pfal. 5. 14, 15, 16. 

p- 1% l. 21.1. HARVARD, @ Town of about @ 100 

‘amilies in the County of Worcefter, 

p. 28. 1. 24,25. 1. Ceylon and ‘Fave in the Ea/?- Indies. 

p- 29.1. 32. r. Accounts as follow.---- 

p- 37- b. 14,15. r. Mr. Lorrain’sTranflation, (perufed 
and approved by Dr. Tillot/on) in the following 
Terms. 

p- 45+ |. 5. r.inan wagemmon Manner. 

p- 52. 1. 8. r.and all he has is yours-- 

P- 53: 1. 3. 4. entering into your Souls ; 

p- 55- 1. 18. r. Refpedters of Perfons 


p- 6g. 1. g. ©. makes this clear 
laa. 5. /uafeones 
p- 71. 1. 5. r. Inftruction. 
p- 78. |. g. r. Fuly 3.1706, 
p- 80. |. 4 from Bottom,--- r. and fuffering bitter 
p- 85. lag. r. one of his Children 
p- 87. |b. 14. r. Sirach 
P- 93+ |. 11. from Bottom,---r.with fo much Grace, 








